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E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: ASEAN, ETRD, MY 

SUBJECT: ROMULO TO LEAD ASEAN DELEGATION IN DIALOGUE WITH U.S. 

1 . LOCAL PRESS REPORTS PHILIPPINE FOREIGN MINISTER CARLOS 
ROMULO'S STATEMENT THAT HE WILL LEAD THE ASEAN DELEGATION IN 
ITS TALKS WITH THE U.S. IN MANILA. ROMULO ALSO SAID THERE 

WILL BE AN INFORMAL MEETING OF ECONOMIC MINISTERS IN KUALA 
LUMPUR AND TWO PREPARATORY MEETINGS IN MANILA: AUGUST 26-28 
AND SEPT. 5-6. 

2. ONE NEWSPAPER CARRIED A RELATED REUTERS REPORT FROM MANILA 
SAYING THAT THE U.S. DELEGATION WILL BE LED BY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY HOLBROOKE. MEANWHILE, AFP AND SOME LOCAL PAPERS 

ARE REPORTING THAT UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 
CHARLES (SIC) COOPER WILL HEAD U.S. SIDE. 

3. IN ANSWER TO INQUIRIES FROM GOM CONTACTS HERE, WE HAVE 
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BEEN SAYING THAT HOLBROOKE WILL HEAD THE U.S. DELEGATION BUT 
THAT UNDER SECRETARY (RICHARD) COOPER MAY ALSO PARTICIPATE. 

SO FAR, WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED ANY LOCAL COMMENTS ON THE LEVEL 
OF THE U.S. DELEGATION. 
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